BARBARA MORGAN
Chronology
1900
Born Barbara Brooks Johnson on July 8 in Buffalo, Kansas. Same year family moved to West Coast. Grew up on peach ranch in Southern California.

1919-1923
Student, University of California a Los Angeles, majoring in art.

1923- 1924
Taught art in San Fernando High School, San Fernando, California.

1919-1925 

Barbara begins experimenting with puppetry at Cilpin Puppet Theater, doing lighting work at the Potboiler Theater, hanging art exhibits at the UCLA Art Gallery and the Southwest Museum, teaching art in San Fernando High School, and studying dance.

1925 

Marries Willard Morgan, an important writer and photographer.

1925- 1930
Joined art faculty, UCLA. Taught design, landscape, and woodcut. Published, Block Print Book, containing work of woodcut students. Served variously as writer, managing editor, and editor for Dark and Light Magazine, Arthur Wesley Dow Association, UCLA. Painted and photographed in the Southwest with Willard in the summers. Met Edward Weston and realized photography as a medium for artistic expression.

1930
Moved to New York City. Traveled for Willard's Morgan's Leica Lectures. For study, photographed Barnes Foundation art collection, Merion, Pennsylvania.

1931 

Established a studio in New York for painting and lithography. Exhibited graphics at Weyhe Gallery, New York, and other galleries.

1932
Son Douglas was born. Continued to exhibit paintings.

1934 
One-person painting and graphics exhibition, Mellon Gallery, Philadelphia.

1935
Son Lloyd was born. Saw Martha Graham perform "Primitive Mysteries." Began photographing Martha Graham dances.

1935-1941
From 1935 to 1941, Barbara photographs and exhibits city scenes, children, photomontages, light drawings, and dance. Her work with dancers from New York and Vermont results in her portfolio of American Modern Dance. Subjects include Martha Graham, Erick Hawkins, Merce Cunningham, Jean Erdman, Doris Humphrey, Charles Weidman, Jose Limon, Valerie Bettis, Hanyan Holm, Anna Sokolow, Pearl Lang Sophie Maslow, Pearl Primus, May O’Donnell, Helen Tamiris, Jane Dudley, and Daniel Nagrin.

1940 

Solo exhibition Dance Photographs, Black Mountain College, North Carolina, circulated to over 150 colleges, museums and galleries until 1943

1941 

Moved to Scarsdale, New York. Published book, Martha Graham: Sixteen Dances in Photographs. Awarded American Institute of Graphic Arts Trade Book Clinic Award.

1942-1955
Continued photographic projects and exhibitions. Published second book, Summer’s Children: A photographic Cycle of Life at Camp. Picture-edited and designed book by Erica Anderson and Eugene Exman, The World of Albert Schweitzer (Harper & Row, N.Y., 1955)

1945
Solo exhibition Modern American Dance, Museum of Modern Art, NY.
1952

Barbara becomes one of the original founders of Aperture Foundations, with such notable figures as Minor White, Dorothea Lange, Ansel Adams, Nancy and Beaumont Newhall, Ernest Louie, Melton Ferris, and Dody Warren. 

1955 to 1962

Barbara works on projects such as helping edit Erica Anderson and Eugene Exman’s The World of Albert Schweitzer (New York: Harper & Row), and photographs a brochure for Sarah Lawrence and Smith Colleges. At this time she also briefly returns to painting as an artistic medium.

1959 
Art archeological trip to Crete, Greece, Spain, Italy, France and England.

1961 
One-person painting and graphics exhibition, Sherman Gallery, New York.

1967 

Death of Willard D. Morgan.

1968-1988
Prepared major exhibitions and delivered numerous lectures and seminars.

1970
Elected Fellow of the Philadelphia Museum of Art.

1975 

Received grant from National Endowment for the Arts. Received an Honorary Doctorate of Fine Arts from Marquette University in Wisconsin.

1977
Created Barbara Morgan Dance Portfolio.

1978 

Received honorary Doctorate of Fine Arts, Marquette University, Milwaukee.

1978
Included in book and exhibit, RECOLLECTIONS: Ten Women of Photography, International Center of Photography, New York.

1986

Exhibits at the Philadelphia Museum of Art in Pennsylvania

1988
Awarded Lifetime Achievement Award by American Society of Magazine Photographers, Washington, D.C.

1991

Barbara is honored by the University of Michigan with a national seminar and exhibition.

1992
Dies August 17, 1992.

Solo Shows

2006
Invisible Urges; Bruce Silverstein Gallery, New York, NY
2001-2002
Leaps and Bounds; Bruce Silverstein Gallery, New York, NY 

1988 

Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

1986 

Philadelphia Museum of Art, Pennsylvania

1986 

Atlanta Ballet Company, Atlanta, Georgia

1985 

University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon

1985 

Chrysler Museum, Norfolk, Virginia

1984 

Queensborough Community College, New York

1984 

Hudson River Museum, Yonkers, New York

1983 

Catskill Center for Photography, Woodstock, New York

1983 

Syracuse University, New York

1982 

Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona

1981 

Ikona PhotoGallery, Venice, Italy 
 

Jeffrey Fuller Gallery, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Kathleen Ewing Gallery, Washington D.C.  
 

Zabriskie Gallery, Paris, France  
 

Jane Corkin Gallery, Toronto, Ontario

Bruce Museum, Greenwich, Connecticut

Daniel Wolf Gallery, New York, New York

1980 

(Traveling Exhibition to Tokyo), George Eastman House, Rochester, New York

Douglas Elliott Gallery, San Francisco, California

1979 

Photographics Workshop, New Canaan, Connecticut

Ohio University College of Fine Arts, Athens, Ohio

Baldwin Street Gallery, Toronto, Ontario

1978 

Williams College, Museum of Art, Williamstown, Massachusetts

American Dance Guild, New York, New York

1977 

The Gallery at Hastings-on-Hudson, Hastings-on-Hudson, NY

Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska

Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, New York

1976 

G. Ray Hawkins Gallery, Los Angeles, California

831 Gallery, Birmingham, Michigan

1974 

Institute of American Indian Arts, Santa Fe, New Mexico

1973 

King Pitcher Gallery for Contemporary Art, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Pasadena Museum of Modern Art, Pasadena, California

1972 

Amon Carter Museum of Western Art, Fort Worth, Texas

Focus Gallery, San Francisco, California

Museum of Modern Art, New York, New York

1971 

831 Gallery, Birmingham, Michigan

Montclair Art Museum, Montclair, New Jersey

Utah State University, Logan, Utah

1970 

Women, Cameras and Images IV, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.

Friends of Photography Gallery, Carmel, California

1969 

Long Island University, Brooklyn, New York

1965 

Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

(paintings and photographs), Ceege Galleries, Los Angeles, California

University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky

1964 

George Eastman House, Rochester, New York

Societe Francaise de Photographie, Paris, France

1962 

Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona

1959 

12th American Dance Festival, Connecticut College, New London, Connecticut

1957 

Summer's Children, Parents' Magazine Gallery, New York, New York

1956 

Summer's Children, Kodak Information Center, Grand Central Terminal

1955 

Summer's Children, George Eastman House, Rochester, New York

1952 

Summer's Children, New York Public Library, New York, New York

1947 

World Youth Festival, Prague, Czechoslovakia

1946 

University of Redlands,, Redlands, California  
 

University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota

University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin

1945 

Jewish Community Center, Detroit, Michigan

Modern American Dance, Museum of Modern Art, New York, New York

1944 

Black Mountain College, Black Mountain, North Ca.

The Dance, University of North Carolina, Greensboro, North Carolina

1943 

Modern Dance in Photography, Carleton College, Northfield, Minnesota

1941 

Weslyan University, Middletown, Connecticuit

Baltimore Museum of Art, Baltimore, Maryland

1940 

Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New York

University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Photographs of the Dance, Photo League, New York, New York

Dance Photograph Touring Exhibitions, Black Mountain College, Circulated to 150 colleges

1939 

A Portfolio of the Dance, Columbia Univeersity, New York, New York

Duke University, Durham, North Carolina

Dance Photographs, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dance Photographs, Y.M.H.A., Lexington Ave., N.Y., N.Y.
Group Shows
2016

Songs and the Sky: An exhibition of art and music; Bruce Silverstein Gallery, New York, NY
2015

Aperture: Photographs. Aperture Gallery, New York, NY
Five Decades of Photography. Museum of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg. St. Petersburg, FL 

1987 

La Danza Moderna Di Martha Graham, Teatro Municipale, Valli Di Reggio, Emilia, Italy

1986 

University of Oregon Museum of Art, Eugene, Oregon

Port of History Museum, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

1985 

Aldrich Museum of Contemporary Art, Ridgefield, Connecticut

1984 

American Dance Festival, Duke Art Museum, Duram, North Carolina

1983 

Arboratum, University of Colorado, Denver, Colorado

1982 

Floating Foundation of Photography, New York, New York

1981 

Bruce Museum, Greenwich, Connecticut

1980 

Working Women 1840-1945, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, New York

Women/Images/Nature, Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

1979 

America Between the World Wars, Kunsthaus, Zurich, Switzerland

1978 

Photography-A-Celebration, Katonah Gallery, Katonah, New York

Photo-Flow IV, Catskill Center for Photography, Woodstock, New York

Fleeting Gestures (traveling exhibit), International Center of Photography, New York, New York

1977 

The Women's Art Symposium, Indiana State University, Terre Haute, Indiana

The Woman's Eye, Charlottenburg Castle, West Berlin, Germany

Women See Men, M.I.T., Cambridge, Massachusetts

1976 

200 Years-America on Stage, JFK Center for the Performing Arts, Washington, D.C.

The Photographer and the Artist, Sidney Janis Gallery, New York, New York

(worldwide travelling exhibits 1975-77), United States Information Agency, Washington, D.C.

University of California, Los Angeles, California

Witkin Gallery, New York, New York

Women See Women, The First Women's Bank, New York, New York

Women Photograph Men, International Women's Arts Festival, New York, New York

LIFE's Remarkable American Women, International Center of Photography, New York, New York

1975 

Women of Photography (traveling exhibition) San Francisco Museum of Art, Neikrug Gallery, New York, New York

International Women's Art Festival, FIT, New York, New York

The Hudson River Museum, Yonkers, New York

1974 

Louis Horst Exhibition, Lincoln Center, New York, New York

The Currier Gallery of Art, New Hampshire

Robert Schoelkopf Gallery, New York, New York

Photography in America, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, New York

La Bibliotheque National, Montreal, Canada

1973 

Public Theatre, Society for Photographic Education, New York, New York

Super-Cream, Muckenthaler Cultural Center, Fullerton, California

Light and Lens, Hudson River Museum, Yonkers, New York

Archetype Gallery, New Haven, Connecticut

1972 
Multiples and Graphics, Katonah Gallery, Katonah, New York

Octave of Prayer, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts

Ten New England Photographers, Wellsley College Museum, Wellesley, Massachusetts

1971 

Portraits of the American Stage 1771-1971, National Portraits Gallery, Washington, D.C.

1970 

Be-ing Unclothed, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts

1969 

The Art of Photography, National Arts Club, New York, New York

Spectrum 2: Barbara Morgan, Naomi Savage, Nancy Sirkis, Witkin Gallery, New York, New York

1968 

Chicago Exchange National Bank, Chicago, Illinois

Light 7, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts

1967 

Photography in the Fine Arts V (traveling exhibition), Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, New York

1965 

World's Fair, Kodak Pavilion, New York, New York

Festival of the Arts, The White House, Washington, D.C.

1960 

The Invisible World Revealed, George Eastman House, Rochester, New York

Photography In the Fine Arts (traveling exhibition), Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, New York

1959 

Photographs from the Museum Collection, Museum of Modern Art, New York, New York

1957 

I Am Involved in Mankind, National Conference of Christians and Jews, New York, New York

I Hear America Singing, United States Information Agency, Washington, D.C.

1955 

C.S Association Traveling Exhibition of International Photography, 1955-57, London, England

The Family of Man (traveling exhibition), Museum of Modern Art, New York, New York

1954 

This Is the American Earth (traveling exhibition), California Academy of Science and Sierra Club, San Francisco, California

1948 

In and Out of Focus (traveling exhibition), Museum of Modern Art, New York, New York
This Is the Photo League, Photo League, New York, New York

1946 

Office of War Information, Society of Friends of Art, Cairo Egypt, New York, New York

1945 

Creative Photography (traveling exhibition), Museum of Modern Art, New York, New York

Modern Dance-1945, New York Public Library, New York, New York

1944 

A Century of Photography, Museum of Modern Art, New York, New York

1943 

School of Fine Arts, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut

1942 

Exhibit Committee of the Citizens Committee for the Army and Navy and Museum of Modern Art, Museum of Modern Art, New York, New York

1941 

Philadelphia Art Alliance, Philadelphia. Pennsylvania

British War Relief Society, Manhattan Camera Club, New York, New York

1940 

Invitational Salon, Photographic Society of America, New York, New York

American Dancing, Museum of Modern Art, New York, New York

1939 

Dance Exhibition, Los Angeles Museum of History, Science and Art, Los Angeles, California

Art In A Skyscraper, American Artists' Congress, New York, New York

1938 

Outstanding Women Photographers of America, Carl Zeiss, Inc., New York, New York

International Photographic Exposition, Grand Central Palace, New York, New York

1937 

First Annual Membership Exhibition, American Artist' Congress, New York, New York

A Nation of Nations (traveling exhibition), U.S. Information Agency, U.S. Information Agency, Berlin, Germany

